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CMA and MOCA Cleveland Select Lowery Sims 
to Curate CMA @ MOCA Summer Exhibition 


Lowery Sims, president of the Studio Museum in Harlem, to Guest Curate 
Summer 2006 CMA Permanent Collection Exhibition at MOCA Cleveland 


CLEVELAND (Jan. 18, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and Museum of Contemporary Art 
Cleveland (MOCA) today announced Dr. Lowery Stokes Sims, president of the Studio Museum in Harlem, will 
be the guest curator for the CMA @ MOCA exhibition, on view June 2 through August 20, 2006. The exhibition 
scheduled will include artworks from CMA’s permanent collection and will be on view in MOCA’s main gallery 
space. 

Sims has more than 30 years of experience in world-class art institutions, including the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and the Studio Museum in Harlem where she is now president. 

Sims began her curatorial career at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in the mid-1970s where she worked 
until 1999, Sims had an active role in more than 30 exhibitions during her tenure at the Met, such as Still Life: The 
Object in American Art, 1915-1995 and The Direct Eye: Self-Taught Artists and Their Influence on Twentieth 
Century Art, and held various positions of increasing responsibility, including assistant museum educator, 
assistant curator of 20" century art, associate curator of 20" century art and curator of 20" century art. In 2000, 
she was named executive director of the Studio Museum in Harlem and was promoted to president in 2005. 

Sims has taught and lectured extensively at several American universities, such as New York University 
and The Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, and has been published in over 70 scholarly works. Her latest 
work, “From Frozen Moment to Spectator Participation: Assemblage and Installation in the Oeuvre of Betye 
Saar,” was published in 2005. 

Sims has chaired the Cultural Institutions Group for the City of New York and is presently a board 
member for: Metropolitan Museum of Art, Manhattan Borough; Archives of American Art for the Smithsonian 
Institution; and Art Matters, Inc. Foundation. She serves on the advisory committee of the Center for Curatorial 
Studies at Bard College and at the Vera List Center for Art and Politics at the New School for Social Research. 


Sims has been a consultant, juror and panel member for myriad exhibitions, symposia, councils and lectures. 


Sims received a bachelor’s degree in art history from Queens College of the City University of New 
York, master’s degree in art history from the Johns Hopkins University, master’s of philosophy degree in art 
history from the Graduate Center of the City University of New York and a doctorate in art history from the 
Graduate Center of the City University of New York. 

The summer 2006 main gallery exhibition will be installed in addition to CMA @ MOCA’s Mezzanine 
series of six single-focus, thematic exhibitions, beginning with Drawn, Exposed, and Impressed: Recent Works on 
Paper from the Cleveland Museum of Art, on view Friday, Jan. 20, 2006, through Sunday, May 7, 2006. General 
admission to MOCA is $4; $3 for students and seniors with valid ID; children under 12 enter free. Free to all on 
Fridays. CMA and MOCA members enter free. 

This exhibition was organized by the Cleveland Museum of Art in collaboration with MOCA Cleveland. 
The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

Since its inception in 1968 as The New Gallery, later known as the Cleveland Center for Contemporary 
Art, and now the Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland, MOCA has been reinventing the art experience. As 
Cleveland’s forum for interpreting culture through contemporary visual art, the museum connects visitors to the 
dynamic art and ideas of our time. All MOCA Cleveland exhibitions and programs are presented with major 
support from American Greetings; The Cleveland Foundation; The George Gund Foundation; National City Bank; 
Nesnadny + Schwartz; The Ohio Arts Council; and the continuing support of its Board of Directors, patrons and 
members. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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